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We are in that portion of Deuteronomy where God is renewing His covenant 

with His people Israel; a covenant in which He will be their God and they 

will be His people. There are many stipulations in this covenant in the form 

of commandments which carry immense consequences. Last week in we saw 

in chapter 28 that obedience to God’s commands would result in 

overwhelming blessing, while disobedience to God’s commands would result 

in all-consuming curses.  

In chapter 29 we are going to see Moses acting not so much as a prophet but 

as a pastor, exhorting God’s people—appealing to their hearts—to be faithful 

to the Lord in this covenant.  

The key verse in Deut. 29; the main thrust of this passage; the driving agenda 

in all that Moses says is in verse 29. 

Be faithful in obedience to the Lord your God who alone can bless you.  

So in essence, Deut. 29 is a call to faithfulness—faithfulness to God. How do 

you be faithful to God? You walk in a covenant relationship with Him. How 

do you walk in a covenant relationship? You obey God’s commands by faith 

in response to His grace.  

I want to draw out of this passage for you 3 practical handles in taking hold 

of a life of faithfulness to God.  

1. Be faithful by remembering who your God is (vs. 1-3, 5-8, 16-17). 

Moses begins by exhorting the people to see through eyes of spiritual 

truth by reminding them of what God has done. [vs. 2-3] Moses here 

is reminding them of the 10 great and terrible plagues which God 

used to demonstrate his power and deliver them from Egypt, 

overthrowing Pharaoh’s army in the Red Sea. These were miracles of 

grand scale displaying to the nations the glory and power of God. 

[We will return to vs. 4 in a few moments] 

[vs. 5-6]: God providentially sustained them by not letting their 

clothes and shoes wear out—for forty years! Why had they not eaten 

bread? Because God has provided manna. Why had they not had 

strong drink? Because God had provided water. This is a testament 

to God’s sufficiency and faithfulness in providing for their needs. 

Yet it’s also a testament to God’s discipline during those wilderness 

years as God was training them to trust Him by depending on His 

provision.  

Then in vs. 7-8 he reminds them of their early military victories over 

Sihon, king of Heshbon and Og, king of Bashan—battles that they 

could not have won apart from the hand of God. And in all of this, 

God was demonstrating/revealing who He is. Moses reminds them 

that throughout this remarkable history with God, there was a driving 

purpose: “in order that you might know that I am the Lord your 

God” (vs. 6). The great and awesome God over the nations. The 

intensely personal God who meets your needs and sustains you with 

My sufficiency; The God who delivers and the God who disciplines.  

In verse 15, this is the God in whose presence they stand to establish 

this covenant. What an incredible contrast He is to the false gods of 

the nations in [vs. 16-17]. Not only had they seen with their eyes 

what the Lord God of heaven had done, they had also seen with their 

eyes the nations and the abominations that resulted from their 

worship of false, lifeless, inanimate, powerless, mute, blind, idols of 

mere wood, stone, silver, and gold.  

Moses understood that there were only two options. Either they 

would worship the Lord their God or they would worship false gods 

because human beings are worship-beings.  

If you are going to be faithful to the living God who alone can bless 

you, it is vital that you remember who He is in all His power and 

grace; and in seeing Him remember how futile the gods of this world 

are which cannot deliver. This is why there is such great value in 

regularly reading the Old Testament; to continue to see what God has 

done and to hear echoing across the ages “that you might know that I 

am the Lord your God.”  



The problem is that we don’t always see what we see. We don’t 

always hear what we hear. We don’t always have a heart to 

understand what we perceive. That brings us to our 2
nd

 point… 

2. Be faithful by recognizing the vulnerability of your heart (vs. 4, 

10-15, 18) 

If you don’t understand how vulnerable your hearts is, you won’t be 

faithful. 

[vs. 4]1  In other words, they have failed to truly understand and take 

to heart what their physical eyes have seen and what their ears have 

heard.  

What you see with your physical eyes is only at the surface. What 

really matters is the ability to understand and interpret what you see 

from God’s perspective—that gets you to reality. Moses here is 

describing a basic human condition: a lack of faith; a lack of spiritual 

sight; an incapacity for spiritual truth apart from the gracious 

intervention of God: “The Lord has not given you a heart to know…” 

A lot of people have a simplistic yet distorted view of the big picture. 

They believe that we are created by God. They believe that we 

rebelled against God with our sin resulting in eternal, grave 

consequences. They believe that God provided a means of salvation 

through Jesus and His cross. But then they stumble in thinking that 

God’s offer of salvation is just put out there and everyone can either 

choose this salvation or reject it. It’s true that we are called to 

choose; we are called to believe. But we don’t have the ability to 

make that choice apart from a gracious intervening work of God in 

our hearts. We must be enlightened to believe. We must be 

empowered to choose because our spiritual eyes are blind, our hearts 

are corrupt and we are spiritually dead (Eph. 2:1, 5). This is why 

Jesus said repeatedly in John 6, “no one can come to Me unless the 

Father draws him.” This is why Moses said, “the Lord has not given 

                                                           
1
 Verse 4 could be read a little differently if we preserve the Hebrew word order: “But the Lord has not 

given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear, until this day.” (Daniel Block, NIV 

Application Commentary: Deuteronomy. pg 676.) 

you a heart to know…” This is precisely Paul’s understanding in 

Rom. 11:8 of why the Jews rejected Jesus. 

We are gravely mistaken if we think that we can independently 

navigate our spiritual lives. The heart—the very software that 

controls our deepest drives is malfunctioning (Jer. 17:9—“The heart 

is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick).  

Evidence… 

The reality is that we see without seeing; we hearing without hearing 

and perceive without a heart of understanding all the time. We hear 

sermons on the blessings and curses of God and we walk out the 

door and sin. We hear sermons on the supremacy of God and we 

walk out the door and live independently for ourselves. Why? 

Because we get it intellectually but it has not penetrated our hearts 

and been translated into the fear of God.  

If there’s one thing we should do as we come away from Deut. 29, 

it’s that we should plead with God for the grace to truly see what we 

have seen; to plead with God for the grace to truly hear what we 

have heard; to plead with God for a heart to know the Lord and truly 

understand His ways.  

The significance of the heart is further seen in that the covenant was made 

with everyone, great and small alike, so that no one’s heart would turn away 

from the Lord. 

[vs. 10-11]—from the most prominent leaders to the most menial 

laborers.  

[12-13a; …18] Vs. 18 is critical. The heart is a root that produces 

fruit. Fruit has seeds that produce a broader harvest. If the fruit is 

poisonous because the root is bad, it will create a growing infestation 

of poisonous fruit. Even a single wayward heart can be the beginning 

of a landslide of disobedience and ruin among God’s people.  

When we fail to be singular in our worship to God; when we allow 

subtle forms of idolatry to seep in to our lives, it will not only affect 



us personally but it will have a contagious effect on our spouse and 

children (or siblings). Beware of not following the Lord with a whole 

heart! A lack of care and discipline in what you watch, spend, and do 

will reap a wider harvest in the fertile soil of your children. On the 

other hand, you must take to make sure that the soil of your heart is 

not receptive to the seed of disobedience. If your heart is not satisfied 

in God, your own discontent will make you susceptible to agreeing 

with others who sow discontent and discord. Oh, how we need to 

satisfy our appetite with God and His pleasure so that we don’t eat 

every rotten thing in sight.  

3. Be faithful by remembering God’s wrath toward rebellion       

(vs. 19-28). 

“Turning your heart away from God” may not seem like very 

alarming language to you, until you grasp the utter devastation in the 

life and community of one who rebels against God.  

Moses now describes for us the one who hears the words of the 

covenant, he hears the warnings of the all-consuming curses that will 

come on those who disregard the commandments and yet he proudly 

sets his heart, with resoluteness, to walk contrary to God’s expressed 

will. [vs. 19] 

How common the spirit of vs. 19 is today. People may not use these 

exact words and yet they attempt to convince themselves that all is 

well in their lives even though they know that their ways oppose the 

Lord. They go on living with no sense of consequence or future 

judgment.  

Yet notice what God said He would do to the one who knows the 

truth, yet proudly defies it. [vs. 20] In rejecting the covenant, this 

man has hardened his heart against the grace of God, callousing his 

heart toward repentance and therefore God’s forgiveness.  And so 

this man will receive the full fury of God’s wrath eventually 

resulting in death. Verse 21 highlights the intensity of God’s 

judgment: “Then the Lord will single him out for 

adversity…according to all the curses of the covenant.”  

So severe will God’s fury be against this rebellious man, that the 

generation to follow will be amazed at the devastation of the land. 

[vs. 22-23]. 

Apparently this man’s rebellion was not confined just to himself, but 

will permeate the nation so that Israel, who was meant to be the light 

of God to the nations, will be marveled at because of the severity of 

God’s judgment. [vs. 24-28]  

Oh, how we need the fear of God written on our hearts; to take seriously the 

warnings of Scripture. Today we no longer live under the old covenant, and 

yet the seriousness of the matter has not diminished. How easy it is to sit 

under the preaching of God’s word; to hear of God’s holiness; to hear of 

God’s judgment against sin; to hear the gospel and the glory of God’s grace. 

Yet do we hear what we hear? Do we have a heart to receive?  

Hebrews 10 establishes the urgency of the matter: [Heb 10:26-31].  

This passage is about those who have clearly heard and intellectually 

understood the gospel; that Jesus Christ died to relinquish the condemnation 

of hell for all who put their trust in Him. Yet they refuse to repent of their sin 

and turn to Jesus Christ as Lord, the only remaining possibility is the fury of 

God’s eternal wrath. He is a God of wrath but, oh, He is a God of 

unspeakable love. And He extends that love to you today. How do you take 

hold of it? You take hold of Jesus Christ—in Him is all the love of God 

eternally.  

It’s no wonder then that the apostle Paul would say, “Test yourselves to see 

if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! (2 Cor. 13:5) I ask you this 

morning, has the grace of God taken hold of your heart? Do you have 

a tenderness, sensitivity, to obey God because you love Him and 

cherish His grace? Has he opened your heart to treasure His Son above 

all else?  How I pray that God will give you eyes to see, ears to hear, 

and a heart to understand.  


